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Written testimony of Karen Evans of Ivoryton, Connecticut 

Regarding HB 5285 

 

I would have liked to testify in person about the importance of teaching climate change, 

however, I will be teaching my 5th graders so am submitting this written testimony so that my 

voice can be heard. 

 

I have been an elementary school teacher for twenty-seven years.  For twenty-seven years I have 

been teaching my students (first graders – fifth graders) the importance of taking care of our 

environment.  I have educated them about environmental problems that exist and have worked 

with them to discuss ways that they and their families, can be a part of the solutions rather than 

the problems.  Knowledge is power, and it is one of my jobs to empower my students. 

 

Unfortunately, our environmental problems have gotten worse, and research has shown that 

human behavior has contributed to climate change.  Our children are growing up in a world in 

which they will inherit problems which they did not create but will have to live with. We have a 

responsibility to teach our children about the environmental issues that are affecting our world, 

our nation, our state, our towns. We need our students to become informed citizens, instill 

stewardship at a young age and build upon it to meet environmental challenges that we will all 

face. 

 

This is why HB 5285 must be passed now.  It cannot wait.  We, as a society need to be proactive, 

rather than reactive about environmental education. All of our students, regardless of where they 

attend school or who their teacher is, need to be taught the unbiased information, based on 

science, regarding human behavior and climate change.  We need to educate our future 

generations about mitigation and adaption strategies and ways to improve our own personal 

behavior.   

 

With The Hartford Trash to Energy plant closing this July 1, 2022, there is an additional need for 

students to understand the impact that our waste has on our environment, and ways that we can 

reduce the amount of garbage that we create. Our state’s own Climate Change Action plan 

includes “source reduction and recycling as a key strategy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.”  
Students must be taught how to reduce, reuse, and recycle waste.  Without this education, our 

trash problem is only going to get worse, not better. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/climatechange/CTClimateChangeActionPlan2005pdf.pdf 

I am very concerned about our future and feel that everything we can do to help educate our 

youth, starting in elementary school, is something that we must do and we must do it now.  

Climate change education must be a requirement, not a suggestion. Pass HB 5285.  The next 

generation is counting on us. 

 

Additional information which supports the passing of this bill is below. 

The North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) studies show that 

environmental education has led to several positive impacts.  These include: 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/climatechange/CTClimateChangeActionPlan2005pdf.pdf


• Improves academic achievement  

• Increases public awareness and knowledge of environmental issues 

• Teaches individuals critical-thinking skills 

• Enhances individuals' problem-solving and decision-making skills 

• Develops personal development, well-being, and life-building skills including: 

confidence, autonomy, and leadership 

• Strengthens communities 

• Increases civic engagement and positive environmental behavior 

• Does not advocate a particular viewpoint 

https://www.neefusa.org/education/benefits 

https://naaee.org/eepro/resarch/eeworks/student-outcomes 

 

Additionally, in studies reviewed, environmental education was shown to improve: 

• Knowledge in science, mathematics, reading, writing and more 

•  Emotional and social skills, such as self-esteem, character development, teamwork, and 

leadership skills 

• Environmentally friendly behavior, such as reducing water use, increasing recycling, 

and participating in community cleanups 

• Academic skills (21st Century skills) such as critical thinking, oral communication, 

analytical skills, problem solving, and higher-order thinking  

•  Motivation to learn, including enthusiasm for and interest in school 

• Civic interest and engagement, including feelings of civic responsibility, feelings of 

empowerment, and ability to take action 

https://www.neefusa.org/education/benefits 
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